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NOTICE:

The next meeting of the BRRCC will be Tuesday, June 5th at the Greenwell Springs Rd. Library at 7:00pm
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Ah, that will never happen to me. Yea, right.  Now, let me tell you my story.

Tuesday, April 17th
It is a beautiful day and I decided it is time to start practicing for the glider contest sponsored by Cajun RC Club to be held on April 21st in New Iberia.  I make the short 10 minute drive to BREC’s Doyle Bayou Park, put in 4 flights (all maxes by Cajun’s rules), and practice my spot landings (this is where I lost points last year).  What a practice session.  For more information on this contest see http://www.cajunrcclub.com/glider06.htm.
Wednesday, April 18th
Another beautiful day.  I decide to make another quick trip to Doyle Bayou Park.  This time I am taking my son’s glider for it will be my back-up glider at the contest and needs to have the engine tuned (old TD .051) and the plane needs to be trimmed to my flying style.  It takes a little while to get the engine started since it hadn’t been run in months (I had taken it apart and cleaned it).  When it finally started, I let it run for a while and then held the plan up and adjusted the carburetor.  When satisfied, I made sure the radio was on and launched the glider.  It climbed to less than 100 feet and then the engine died – it was set too lean.  When I got the plane back to my flight box, I refueled, opened the carb a little and then restarted the engine.  I picked up the plan in my left hand to hold it nose high and then reached for the needle valve with my right hand – that’s when there was this strange sound and I realized I had hit the propeller.  I looked down at my hand and saw this gash on the top of my middle finger on my right hand.  I managed to get the plan back in the cradle of the flight box, hold it down with my injured right hand and reach for the transmitter to cut off the engine with my left.  Now I can asses the situation.  I have a cut about an inch long over the first knuckle from my hand.  It doesn’t hurt and is not bleeding too bad, but I realize it will need stitches.  Now for the bad part – I am at the park by myself. 
YES, I KNOW – never fly alone.  I managed to get my gear packed up in the flight box and put in my truck.  
Luckily, Lane Memorial Hospital is only 15 minutes away and within an hour my hand was being stitched; however, this is not the end of the story.
The emergency room doctor recommended I see an orthopedic surgeon to asses the damage and make sure I didn’t cut the tendon that runs on top of the finger.
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Friday, April 20th
A visit to the orthopedic surgeon confirms I will need surgery to repair what ever damage has been done to the tendon.  He will not know how much damage was done until the wound is reopened.

Monday, April 23rd
GOOD NEWS.  The tendon was not severed, only sliced down the middle.  Three stitches repair the tendon, the wound is closed again and now I begin the long road to recovery.  I am seeing an Occupational Therapist specializing in hands.
Accidents happen and they happen fast.  I have made many launches with my 1/2A gliders and my 2meter gliders and this is the first accident I have had.  I have 8 – 10 weeks of recovery.  I look forward to getting back out there and flying my gliders.  I missed the first contest, but plan to make the 2 remaining.  

This is a short news letter, but I hope it is a reminder to all – Accidents Happen!
Pat Beard - Editor












